Rua Bernardo Santareno 2f – 2 k 2825-446
Costa da Caparica, Portugal

IDEA Quarterly Newsletter
October 2022
IDEA President: Sanja Krsmanović Tasić idea.president.sanja.tasic@gmail.com
IDEA Administrator: Borisav Matić ad.ideadrama@gmail.com
IDEA Director of Communications: Colleen Roche colleenmackroche@gmail.com

International Drama/Theatre and Education Association
Associação Internacional de Teatro Educação
Association Internationale Théâtre et Éducation
Associación Internacional Teatro y Educación
国际戏剧/戏剧和教育协会
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Looking Back and Looking Forward
Dear readers, dear colleagues, dear members and friends of IDEA,
In some parts of our world, the school year has begun, and autumn has
arrived after a hot summer. In others, the long winter ended and spring
has come, anticipating a warm summer ahead.
I do hope your work and life are as they should be, in whatever part of
the world you are, and most importantly, that you and your families are
safe and healthy.
We live in a turbulent world where we need to find our own islands and
oasis of safety and well-being, to be able to function as humanly as
possible. I believe we all, in our work, create such islands for our
students, children and young people or people of all ages, we work with,
through drama/theatre education.
This was an exciting and important mid-year period for IDEA, as we had
our 9th World Congress in July in Reykjavik, Iceland. We were welcomed
warmly by our colleagues from FLISS and the University of Iceland, and
we had the opportunity to hear many important and interesting keynotes
and paper presentations and to attend inspiring workshops and Special
Interest Groups. We saw performances that were bursting with energy
and talent of their performers, the group form a high school from
Pamplona, Spain, and our own Young IDEA Lab, led by our Young IDEA
co-directors Nefeli Angeloglou, Kathrin Goosses, assisted by Tomas
Leijen, our Co-Director of Projects and Concepts, and Borisav Matić, the
IDEA administrator and a participant of the Lab.
We took part in one of the most important official events of our
association, the General Council Meeting, in which we discussed
important topics concerning our functioning, work and future activities.
But most of all, we were able to see, hug and talk to each other directly,
without cameras or screens or microphones, and this human contact of

2

old and new friends was something we missed so much in the hard
pandemic years that are hopefully behind us.

Larry O'Farrell, Sanja K. Tasic and Colleen Roche at the IDEA Congress in Reykjavik

What I found again as something amazing is our capability to deal with
obstacles, problems that we encountered, such as flights being canceled,
and friends and colleagues not being able to come, people becoming ill,
changes and shifts in the schedule, that we all somehow juggled well,
overcoming them, and succeeded that the IDEA ship sailed peacefully on
the river of our long-awaited Congress.
I was happy for the opportunity to deliver an opening speech at the
Congress and speak on the blended WAAE panel with my colleagues from
the three other world organizations, Emily Achieng Akuno from ISME,
Teresa Torres de Eça from InSEA and Ralph Buck from WDA, with
Joachim Reiss moderating the session. I also shared my experience with
colleagues in my workshop that dealt with how to provoke teenagers in
drama/theatre workshops or TIE performances to become really involved
in a theme or topic.
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One of the important outcomes of the Congress was the Reykjavik
Manifesto, which we are happy to share with you in this edition of the
newsletter.
A committed group of IDEA members worked with dedication on the
IDEA 30 years book and the Young IDEA lab book, and we are happy to
announce that you can order both books. More information will be shared
also in this Newsletter.
We are looking forward to the next WAAE Summit in March Madeira, as
well as the next GCM that will take place in Uganda in March and April
next year. Meanwhile, we continue with our online activities, THE
HI/STORY OF IDEA online series, the IDEA Forums, and prepare slowly
for the 27th of November, the IDEA Day celebration. How are you and
your association going to mark it?
Please let us know! We will be happy to include this information and
other news in our next newsletter.
Let us hope for peace in the world, and spread the joy of creativity and
art every single day!
Sanja Krsmanović Tasić, IDEA President

The Reykjavik Manifesto
Being mindful of the goals, strategies and action items of the UNESCO
Seoul Agenda’s Goals for the Development of Arts Education and
acknowledging the principles expressed in the Frankfurt Declaration and
the Winnipeg Declaration,
We understand that Drama/Theatre Education is a powerful
·
creative process and subject for multi-dimensional learning in
formal, non-formal and informal education; a platform for inclusivity and
decolonisation; venue and methodology for research; an agent for
enhancing health and wellbeing, and
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·
introduction to this art form, including drama in education and
diverse theatre traditions around the world, and
·
opportunity for enhancing social awareness, empathy and
collaboration and personal and community development, and
·
platform for expression and action on matters of local, global and
intercultural concern such as Peace, Sustainability, Equality and Economic
empowerment.
We, the participants at the 9th IDEA World Congress in Reykjavik, Iceland
under the theme “Drama for All, Drama for Tall and Small” meet in the
context of drama in the changing world.
We pledge our commitment to raise awareness to contribute to the
implementation of the objectives and practice of Drama/Theatre
Education.
We call upon all levels of government to make official legislation to
support this materially, and in spirit, to ensure equitable access to
high-quality Drama/Theatre Education for all children, youth and life-long
learners as part of a full, human education.
8th July 2022
The International Drama/Theatre and Education Association (IDEA)
invites interested parties to express their support and to take action
accordingly.

Drama for All, Tall and Small in Iceland
4-8 July
We bring you a few photos from the Congress together with a song that
Ása Helga Ragnarsdóttir performed at the opening ceremony.
We’re gathered in Iceland at Drama for all,
Drama for both the tall and the small.
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I can see the Idea is already impacting.
Unless you’re that clever at method acting!

We welcome you all, you are wonderful guests.
You’ve managed to travel in spite of the pest.
We’ll show you the mountains as well as the valleys,
And hopefully save you from conscience alleys.

Members of the Congress Committee
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Myself, I’m a teacher with different roles.
In my life I’ve set myself different goals.
I always enjoy the last curtain call,
Even though it’s only a role on the wall!

Participants of the Congress on The Golden Circle Tour

My motto in life is that learning is fun,
You learn while you’re resting, you learn on the run,
And it’s always a bonus when this pays your bills.
- Well, that was a part of my hot-seating skills!

Young IDEA team in front of the National Theatre in Reykjavik
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A film or a play is like dreaming awake,
You cherish the real, you see through the fake.
The scenery’s wide, there are so many choices
When you listen to all of your innermost voices.

The audience at the Young IDEA performance

The world is our stage, our goal is the sky,
Some of us crawl while others will fly.
So let us join hands and work for the youth,
Their imagination will uncover the truth.

Adriana Nichting’s drawing of the first day of the Congress
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General Council Meeting in Reykjavik
Since 2019 and the GCM in Lima, Peru, the IDEA members did not have
a chance for a live meeting.
The Reykjavik Congress was a great opportunity to meet in person again
at one of our most important official events, the General Council Meeting.
Due to unpredictable circumstances, some members of the General
Meeting Committee could not arrive in Iceland, but luckily the GMC Vice
President Ása Helga Ragnarsdóttir was present and led the meeting with
the assistance of IDEA president Sanja Krsmanović Tasić. Besides IDEA
members, many participants of the Congress attended the meeting.
During the three sessions, many important points of the Agenda were
discussed and a number of motions were voted on and accepted with a
majority of votes.

Sanja Krsmanović Tasić presenting the Executive Committee report at the GCM in
Rejkyavik
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Board Meetings
The IDEA Board continues to meet at the monthly Zoom sessions, after
the July break. Currently, some of the main topics being discussed are
the reactivation of a number of working groups, further work on the
reconstruction of our website, and the continuation of IDEA’s online
activities, such as the IDEA Forums, IDEA Webinars, with three more
sessions of THE (HI)STORY OF IDEA, as well as plans to celebrate online
the IDEA Day and work on advocacy for our field of drama/theatre
education.

ISMEA Congress in July, held under the title The Visible Voice

Sanja Krsmanović Tasić as the representative of IDEA continues to be an
active member of the WAAE Executive forum, which is currently being
chaired by Teresa Torres Ecca from InSEA. She participated online in July
at the panel of the representatives of all four associations members of
WAAE, at the 35th World Conference of ISMEA that was held under the
title “The Visible Voice“. Preparations are made for the WAAE Summit
that will take place in Madeira at the beginning of March 2023.
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Welcome to New Member
IDEA wishes a warm welcome to our new member Teatro Giovani Teatro
Pirata - Impresa Sociale - TGTP (Italy).

IDEA Events and Activities
THE (HI)STORY OF IDEA Webinar
After a short mid-year break, our online monthly webinar series THE
(HI)STORY OF IDEA continued in September. The event is conceptualized
as an intergenerational and intercultural dialogue that celebrates the 30
years of IDEA jubilee and critically examines IDEA’s history.

Dr. Mercy Mirembe Ntangaare, Fredyl B. Hernandez and Joachim Reiss at THE
(HI)STORY OF IDEA webinar on the 10th of September

The featured guests of the 10th of September webinar were Dr. Mercy
Mirembe Ntangaare (Uganda), an Associate Professor of Drama at
Makerere University, and Fredyl B. Hernandez (The Philippines), a
senior artist-teacher and member of The Philippine Educational Theatre
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Association. The featured guests of the webinar on the 1st of October
were Prof. Dr. Christopher J. Odhiambo (Kenya), a professor of
Literature and Applied Drama at Moi University and a co-organizer of the
1998 IDEA world Congress in Kisumu, as well as Nancy Franco
(Colombia), a theatre educator and theatre director. Joachim Reiss
(Germany) was the moderator of both sessions.
Recordings of all (HI)STORY OF IDEA webinars are available online.

Prof. Dr. Christopher J. Odhiambo and Nancy Franco discussing photographs of the
1998 IDEA World Congress in Kisumu, Kenya at the Webinar

The next THE (HI)STORY OF IDEA webinar will be held on the 12th of
November at 12 pm UTC. The speakers will be Patrice Baldwin (UK),
the Chair of the Council for Subject Associations and the President of
IDEA from 2010-2013, and Borisav Matić (Serbia), playwright and
Young IDEA Lab participant, and also the IDEA Administrator. The
moderator will be Zeki Özen (Turkey).
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IDEA Day Weekend - 26th and 27th
of November
The IDEA Day on the 27th of November is the day when we celebrate
drama/theatre education and advocate for the universal right to cultural
life and full participation within it.
This year, we have planned a special IDEA Day weekend with two online
events. The first is another THE (HI)STORY OF IDEA webinar with our
Past-Immediate President Robin Pascoe that will be moderated by the
IDEA Vice President Liliana Galvan. The webinar will be held on the
26th of November.
The second event is an online session on the 27th of November where
IDEA’s Elected Officers from around the world will talk about recent
developments in the drama/theatre education field, presenting the most
inspiring actions in practice and research. You will have a chance to hear,
among other things, about the second Together We Go On festival that is
planned for 2023, the “Performing Arts for Future” BVTS congress, the
“Anti-racism” performances that will be created by schools across
Germany in February 2023, the open-access from various countries and
the recent advancement in IDEA’s membership.

In addition to these online events, we want to ask you how you will be
celebrating IDEA Day. Will you organize in-person activities or create and
post symbolic gestures online? Please, send us your actions, plans,
thoughts, ideas, provocations, etc. (Contact: ad.ideadrama@gmail.com)
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For inspiration, here are messages of IDEA’s Elected Officers for last
year’s IDEA Day. And here you can find messages of IDEA members.

Two New IDEA Books
During the IDEA World Congress in Reykjavik, we presented two new
IDEA publications: 30 Years Navigating and Young IDEA Lab 1.
30 Years Navigating is a multilingual book marking the 30 years of
IDEA’s existence. The book presents the main points of our association’s
history and activities through a distinctive visual style, based heavily on
photographs from our archives. It contains thematic sections: 1.
Introduction by the IDEA President; 2. Structure of IDEA 3. IDEA
Congresses; 3. Projects & Concepts; 4. Research & Publications; 5.
Advocacy.

Insert from the 30 Years Navigating Book

The second publication is a magazine about the young IDEA Lab 1 in
Togo 2020. Young IDEA Lab 1 contains everything that happened, texts
and poems that the participants wrote, reflections and a full 10 different
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original workshop ideas on the topic of Family. For you to be inspired and
plan international projects!

Participants of the Congress had the chance to buy the two publications.
We are currently researching the best ways to distribute the books
around the world to members who are interested in acquiring them. More
information will follow soon.

WAAE Summit 2023 in Madeira
The Next World Alliance for Arts Education (WAAE) Summit will be a
blended event, hosted at Madeira island in Portugal and online from 1-3
March 2023. The main topic of the summit is Heritage &
Sustainability: sustaining islands of culture and arts education.
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If you are interested in arts education advocacy and sharing your arts
education practices; JOIN US at this world event!
The program will include discussion panels moderated by InSEA; IDEA,
WDA and ISME leaders about each specific art education area!
During the WAAE Panel, all interested participants will help plan for the
WAAE celebrations of the 2023 International Arts Education Week!
More detailed information is available on the WAAE summit website.

International Conference on
Performing Arts and IDEA GCM
The International Conference on Performing Arts will take place at
Makerere University Kampala, Uganda, from 27 March-1 April 2023.
The Conference uses the tagline Golden is Gold, under the theme,
Performing Arts and the University of the 21st Century: Concepts,
Training, and Practice. The Department of Performing Arts and Film
(DPAF) at Makerere University is organizing the event but the Conference
is also accredited by IDEA.
To commemorate its 50 years of molding young Ugandans and others for
careers in performing arts and film, DPAF at Makerere University will host
an international conference and associated events to take stock of
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knowledge, partnerships, and friendships gained. Importantly, together
with stakeholders, DPAF will reflect on its life and work and plan its next
50 years and beyond.

The next General Council Meeting of IDEA will take place as an
associated event of the conference in the indicated time period (27
March-1 April 2023). We ask IDEA members to take notice and plan
accordingly.
Find more detailed information about the Conference and the GCM on our
website.

News from the Drama/Theatre
Education Community
BVTS Congress: “Performing Arts
for Future”
"Performing Arts for Future" is a congress for members and
partners of BVTS.
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BVTS is the German national association for theatre/drama teachers in
schools, we fight for drama/theatre as a regular subject in all schools.
Therefore they are also a member of IDEA and enjoyed the last congress
in Iceland with the title: "Drama for all - tall and small".

Members of BVTS are the regional drama-teacher associations in all our
states.
This congress deals with questions, important issues and topics that
theatre classes and groups might work on in the near future:
- Which relevant social challenges of our society can become themes of
theatre projects in schools - and how?
- How can our subject contribute to transforming school systems and
society?
- How can we make theatre projects with our students "transcultural",
"global+local" and inclusive?
- How to develop the "critical" potential of theatre in schools - artistic
and social?
- How does real participation work everywhere, also digital?
- What does school theatre need to push forward transformative
processes?
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The congress will happen live in Berlin, from 4-6 of November.
More information: Joachim Reiss, IDEA.

“Shaping Societal Development
through Performing Arts” #Tekeleza

The Kenya Universities Performing Arts Association KUPAAis organizing
the National Universities Drama, Beauty Pageant & Fine Art Festival
under the theme “Shaping Societal Development through Performing Arts
- #Tekeleza”.
The festival will be held from 4-13 November at the Jaramogi Oginga
Odinga University of Science and Technology in Bondo, Siaya County.
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The KUPAA Secretary General Patrick Ogutul welcomes all the theatre
enthusiasts at their 4th National event. We invite IDEA members who can
volunteer to act as judges in this 10-day event. Interested are welcome
to get in touch by email: kupaaworks@gmail.com
When one is given responsibility, the best one can do is to fulfill it…
When given a task, fulfill it… Tekeleza…

BITEF Poliphony
Center for Drama in Education and Art - CEDEUM organized the 23rd
edition of the BITEF Polyphony, a theatre festival dedicated and created
with young people, from 25-30 September. As always, the Polyphony was
presented as a side program of the Belgrade International Theatre
Festival (BITEF).
The focus of this year’s BITEF Polyphony was the role of the institution of
theatre today, with all new crises such as conflicts, migrations, the
pandemic, environmental problems, violence and new wars. The festival
program explored the ways art can encourage the possibilities of good
versus evil and the pressures of reality. Under the slogan of this year’s
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BITEF, “We - the Heroes of Our Own Labor”, the Polyphony also explored
the themes of work, authorship and the right of children and youth to
participate in the creation of theatre.

Performance at BITEF Polyphony

BITEF Polyphony showcased and facilitated performances, public
readings of new plays, workshops, research presentations, lectures,
dialogues and other discursive programs.

Youth and Children’s “Mater Terra”
Festival
CEDEUM is also organizing the ninth youth and children's theatre festival
“Mater Terra” which will be held in Belgrade on the 18th and 19th of
November. This festival is a place of exchange and serves as a place for
the support and development of school drama groups and drama/theatre
studios. The Festival's recurring theme is ecology and "ecology of the
soul", a new concept involving human rights, tolerance, empathy and
healing, all developed through drama education and arts education in
general.
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Youth and Children’s “Mater Terra” festival

As part of the festival, the I-TAP-PD multiplier event will be held on the
18th of November.
The multiplier event will be in the form of a
symposium, under the title: "The Creative Potential of Partnerships
Between Teachers and Artists". The project itself and its outcomes will be
presented as the main focus of the event. Secondly, the creative
potentials of mutual cooperation and opportunities such partnership
offers to teachers and artists, as well as the educational system itself,
will be explored during the symposium. This will lead to a discussion
about existing practices and possibilities of those partnerships in the
region of Balkan, as experts from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and
Slovenia will participate in a panel that is part of the event. During the
symposium, the results of the creative residencies teachers and artists
developed during the I-TAP-PD training will also be presented.
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40 Years Anniversary of DTP

The regional organization of Drama & Theatre Pedagogues (DTP) in
Rogaland, Norway will celebrate our 40 years anniversary the week of
21-27 November 2022. They will arrange different pop-up events and
activities for kindergarten children, school children and youngsters during
the daytime and after school in Sandnes and Stavanger. Different
workshops with amateur theatre groups and artists will take place in
cooperation with DTP members. The organization will try to establish a
group of young people like Young IDEA to be an active part of our
organization arranging workshops and gatherings.

NJ Drama Australia Journal is Now
Open Access
Drama Australia Journal is a highly respected publication that supports
teachers, artists, and researchers who work in the intersecting fields of
drama, education, theatre and applied theatre. While it is managed by
Drama Australia, its scope and audience are international, attracting
articles and readers from across the world.
The Drama Australia National Journal is now open access. As of this year
and commencing with volume 46, NJ will be published by Drama
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Australia using the Scholastica open-access online platform. This will
allow all drama educators and practitioners from all corners of the world
to engage with our content free of charge.
We invite people to submit articles now for our 2022 volume. Submission
guidelines are available on the journal website.

Provocations: Drama+Dance
Call for Submissions
Call for submissions for volume 2: Holding Space and Bearing
Witness through Drama + Dance.
The second edition of Provocations: Drama+Dance invites contributors to
consider how we hold space and engage students with storying through
acts of deep listening, seeing, and presenting. We would love to share
your real, everyday experiences of drama and dance in the classroom!
You can find all the necessary information on the Provocations website.
The deadline for submissions is 1st January 2023.
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In Memoriam: Prof. Dr. Ali Ozturk
Çağdaş Drama Derneği (Contemporary Drama Association) Eskişehir
Branch President and Anadolu University Faculty Member Prof. Dr. Ali
Öztürk passed away. We are in indescribable sadness about losing our
teacher Ali Öztürk. His name and what he left us will always live in the
circles we built.

Between 1980 and 1986, he received his education at Marmara
University, Ataturk Faculty of Education, Music Teaching and Istanbul
Municipal Conservatory (part-time) Theater Departments. He completed
his master's degree in the Performing Arts department of Mimar Sinan
University and his doctoral studies in the Art Education Department of
Ankara University. In 2002, he received a scholarship to study Advanced
Studies in Music and Dance Education-Orff Schulwerk at the Carl Orff
Institute in Salzburg for 1 year. He worked at Anadolu University
between 1989-2022. He was the head of the Department of the Drama in
Education program affiliated with the Institute of Educational Sciences of
Anadolu University. Since 1995, he continued his education at the
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Contemporary Drama Association and since 2008, he was the chairman
of the board of the Eskişehir branch of ÇDD.

For further information visit the IDEA website:
www.ideadrama.org
Contact: IDEA Administrator Borisav Matić: ad.ideadrama@gmail.com
This message was sent to you by IDEA International Drama/Theatre and
Education Association
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